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NYS Laws relating to E-Bikes and E-Scooters

Bicycles with Electric Assist: A bicycle that is no more than 36 inches wide, with an electric motor
under 750 watts, equipped with operable pedals, meeting the equipment and manufacturing

requirements for bicycles adopted by the Consumer Product Safety Commission, and meeting the
requirements of one of the three classes of E-Bikes.

Electric Scooters: Every type of device weighing less than 100 hundred pounds that has handlebars, a
floorboard or a seat that could be stood or sat upon by the operator, and an electric motor, that can be
powered by an electric motor and/or human power and which has a maximum speed of no more than
20 mph. (NOTE: Speed limit for E-Scooters in NYS is 15 mph, not 20 mph!).

All Traffic Laws apply to persons operating E-Bikes and E-Scooters (Same as Bicycle)
® The parent of any child and the guardian of any ward shall not authorize or knowingly permit
any such child or ward to violate any of the provisions of Article 34. These regulations applicable
to E-Bikes and Scooters shall apply whenever such is operated upon any highway, upon private
roads open to public motor vehicle traffic and upon any path set for the exclusive use of
bicycles, E-Bikes or Scooters.
e Every person riding an E-Bike or Scooter upon a roadway shall be granted all rights and shall

subject to all the duties applicable to the driver of a vehicle and the rider of a bicycle by this
title,

Classes of Bicycles with Electric Assistance

e Class 1 E-Bikes: have an electric motor that provides assistance only when the operator is

pedaling, and ceases to provide assistance when the E-Bike reaches 20 mph.

Class 2 E-Bikes: have an electric motor that may be used exclusively to propel the E-Bike, and
are not capable of providing assistance when the E-Bike reaches 20 mph.

e Class 3 E-Bikes: Strictly for use in New Yok City only (capable of reaching 25 mph).




NYS Vehicle & Traffic Laws common with E-Bike and E-Scooter operators

VTL 110(a) Failure to obey official traffic-control device applicable to them.

VTL 1242(2) No person less than SIXTEEN YEARS OF AGE sh

all operate a bicycle or scooter with electric
assistance.

VTL 1242(5) No bicycle or scooter with electric ass
maybe authorized by local laws or ordinance adop
such sidewalk including parking on certain sidewal

istance shall be operated on a sidewalk, except as
ted by a city, town or village having jurisdiction over
ks within such city, town or village.

VTL 1242(6) Every person operating a bicycle or scooter with

electric assistance shall yield the right of
way to pedestrians.

VTL 1242(8) Except as may be otherwise provided by local law, ordinance, order, rule or regulation

enacted or promulgated Pursuant to this article, a bicycle or scooter with electric assistance may only be
operated on highway with a posted speed limit of 30 mph or less, including non-interstate public
highways, private roads open to motor vehicle traffic, and designated bicycle lanes.

VTL 1286(1) No person sixteen or seventeen years of age shall ride upon or operate a bicycle or scooter

with electric assistance unless such person is wearing a helmet meeting the standards established by ,
the commissioner pursuant to the provisions of subdivision 2a of section 1238 of this title. |

VTL 1234 Failure to operate on the right-hand side of road in the same direction as traffic.

VTL 1236 Improper equipment,

VTL 1237 Failure to signal intended movements (No Signal).

*VTL 1282(12) A police officer shall issue a summons for a violation of this section by a person less
than 16 years of age to the parents or guardian of such person.

**Parent or guardian DOES NOT have to be present in the act of any violation(s) and should
be contacted to issue citation(s) in person. Any special cases including repeated violations or
any questions involving person less than 16 years of age should contact Onondaga County

Senior Assistant District Attorney Bradley W. Oastler at (315) 404-7083 or (315) 435-3916
x4319.




